Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society

ASTRONOMICAL SOCIuTY

01 YRANKSTGUN

NEWSLITER, - JUNL, 1983

The Society's June meeting will be held on Wednesday,
June 22nd, in llcowm B1,37 of +he Chisholm Institute,
MclMshon's lld., Y¥rankston commencing at 8 p.um.

The speaker for the evening will be Andrew Prentice,
a theoretical astrounomer from Monash University, who will
speak on "Comets and +he Iroblem of +he bissing Solar
Neutrines". .ndrew has been +he author of original
theories on +he evolution of +he Bolar System, and his
lively presentation of these +heories *o an earlier
Society eeting will be remembered by wembers.

Viewing Night, Saturday, dJune 25+h

A further viewing night is planned +o be held in
the grounds of +he Chisbolu lns+itute on Saturday,
June 25+h, starting about 6 p.um. Members are again
requested +o bring portable instruments.,

Society News

Members enjoyed a visit +o +he planetarium situated
in the Chisholm Institute of Technology, Caulfield, on
May 25th, The planetarium provides adisplay of the night
sy for our latitude throughout the different seasons of
t+he year, and in addition an audio-visual display on the
various planets of +he Solar System was presented. A
fur+her display provided an amuding view of bow our civil-
isation might ‘appear to e lypothetical residents of a
planet in the Alpha Centauri sys+en.

Bruce Tregaskis reports tha+ +he Society's 16 inch
mirror is now reaching +he final stage of polishing. I+
'is hoped +hat figuring of +he mirror will be completed in
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the near future, prior +o ins+allation in a telescope
and moun+ing sys+em.

Sky Notes

There will be a vartiﬂi eclipge of +he Moon on
Saturday, June 25+h, Times for the different phases.
are as follows:-

Moon enteres penumbra 3h 43m ALST p.m,
Moon rises 4h 5%m "
Unbral phase begins 5h '14m "
Middle of eclipse 6h 22m "
Umbral phase ends Th . 30m "
Penumbral phase ends 9h 02m i

Magmitude of eclipse 0.339.

The loon will be in Sagittarius.

Comet 1%ﬁﬁ/ﬁraki/ﬁldock 1983d was observed by many
menbers on its cloge approach +o Barth in May and is s+ill
a +elescopic objéct a+ +he end of June.

Comet. Sugﬂnﬂ/Saigusaxquikawa 1983e was also in
close approach +o Earth in early June and will Dbe a
+telescopic object in *he southern sky in late June.

The congtella+tions of Scorrius and Sagi++tarius,
the locetion of +he centre of our Milky Way Galaxy sys+en,
are +o 'be seen high in +he sky during June and July. ‘he
whole region consists of +he bright 'star fields of +he
Milky Way,it+self intersected by dark rif+s of obscuring
dust.

MNumerous open, or galactic, star clusters are +o be
seen +hrough binoculars or +elescope and meny globular
clusters, al+thouph located outside of +he plane of +he
Milky Way can be geen in +he same region, The actual
centre of +he Millky Way, possibly a 'Black Hole', is a+
some 30,000 ligh+ years dis+tance on +he wes+ern side of
the 'Teapot' of Sagi++arius,
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3.

Near +he northern horizon, in July, will be seen
+he cons+ella+ion of Lyra, +he llarp, wi+h +he brigh+
bluish star Vega. Above Vega, and between +he stars
Beta and Gamma lLyrae, is located +he famous 'Iling Nebula',
+he probable resul+ of an explosive s+ellar event in the
dis+ant pas+. The Ring Nebula can be viewed in a l5cm
or larger aperture telescope as an oval shaped patch of
mis+y ligh+,

Amongs+ +he planets Venus remains a very brigh+
object in +he western sky after sunset+, and Jupi+ter and
Sa+urn are high in +he sky in Scorpius and Virgo respec+-
ively. 'The ring system of Saturn is now widely open for
+elescopic observation,
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